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Grads discuss AIDS 



by Liz Unna 

On Monday Oct. 4, the Post- 
Graduate Students’ Society (PGSS) 
held a conference entitled ‘AIDS 
Films and Workshops’, to kick off 
October as AIDSAwarenessmonth. 

Organized by Patrick Crowley, 
president of PGSS, the event con- 
sisted of a series of lectures and 
films. Although a roundtable dis- 
cussion was planned for the end, 
this was cancelled due to poor at- 
tendance. 

The conference touched on a 
wide variety of topics within the 
AIDSepidemic,rangingfrommedi- 
cal to psycho-social. One impor- 
tant issue raised by members of the 
audience was the difficulty of dis- 
cussing AIDS as a universal prob- 
lem, without discussing how it ef- 
fects individuals in different ways. 

Highlights of the conference in- 
cluded lectures delivered by Ted 
Myers, professor at University of 
Toronto; Dr. Mark Wainberg, di- 
rector of the McGill AIDS Center; 
and Dr. Julian FalutzoftheMontréal 
General. 

Myers discussed ‘The 1993 Ca- 
nadian Survey of Gay and Bisexual 
Men and HIV Infection’, conducted 
with researchers from the Univer- 
sity of Toronto (including Myers), 
Laval University, and the Canadian 
AIDS Society. The study surveyed 
4083 gay and bisexual men in 35 
urban centers across Canada. Men 
were approached in gay bars, 
bathouses and community dances 
for data. 

The aim of the study, claimed 
Myers, “was to provide better edu- 
cational and health promotional 
strategiesforgayandbisexualmen.” 

The study shows that, in general, 
gay Canadian men make sexual 
choices that decrease their risk of 
getting HIV and AIDS. However, 
the survey states that “men under 
the age of 25 were more likely to 
fuck or get fucked without a con- 
dom." Myers said this indicates the 
vital need for specific educational 
projects which target young men. 

Wainberg, who has done exten- 
sive research on AZT and other an- 
tiviral drugs, lectured on AIDS from 
a scientific perspective. He men- 
tioned Cuba’s policy of incarcerat- 
ing HIV-infected people in low-level 
restriction prisons. 

He went on to discuss the in- 
credible adaptability of the HIV vi- 
rus, which actually becomes resist- 



WHAT IS DEMOCRACY? 



ant to AZT after a period of time. 
HIV also becomes more virulent in 
many patients on AZT. 

“This drug constantly mutates, 
it’s a sneakybugger. When it is trans- 
mitted from someone with AIDS to 
someone not infected, it reverts to 
its original form...something hap- 
pensso that the virusbecomesdrug- 
sensitive and relatively anti-viru- 
lent,” said Wainberg. 

Wainberg recognized the need 
for new drug uses. “We need to find 
better ways of harnessing the im- 
mune system so that it works to- 
gether with thesedrugstolimit viral 
replication.” 

One member of theaudience was 
offended by Wainberg’s approach 
of moving back and forth between 
scientificand social aspects of AI DS. 
He felt that Wainberg failed to ad- 
dress the different effects AIDS has 
on various population groups. 

Falutz spoke on AIDS and 
women, commenting on the 
ghettoization of AIDS. “It is always 
perceived as somebody else’s prob- 
lem,” he said. “People don’t see 
themselves as being at risk. This is 
the most difficult problem in AIDS 
education.” 

The epidemiology of AIDS has 
changed rapidly over the past 5 
years. While AIDS rates in gay men, 
claimed Falutz, have plateaued, 
those among heterosexual women 
have increased rapidly. 

Furthermore, figures from Feb- 
ruary 1992 show that women with 
AIDS are predominantly Black. Al- 
though in the US, Black women 
makeup 12% of the female popula- 
tion, they represent 53% of all fe- 
male AIDS cases. Thus, there is a 
fear that AIDS willbeseen as a Black 
woman’s disease. 

Falutz also stated that bisexual 
men are an important vector of 
transmission. He cited a recent study 
which found bisexual men more 
likely to use a condom with a male 
partner than with a female partner. 
This is because they are less likely to 
contract HIV with women than with 
men. 

Falutz avoided explaining why 
more Black women in North 
America have AIDS than other 
women, but implied that socio-eco- 
nomic factors were at play. 

“AIDS is becoming an 
underclass disease,” said Falutz. “In 
20 years, there will be a huge group 
of underclass people with no one to 
speak for them, that’s my fear.” 




Canadian bookshops protest Customs censorship 



by Dan Robins 

Bookshops across the country 
are participating in a nationwide 
protest against Canada Customs 
censorship today. 

They will be donating a percent- 
age of their sales to a B.C. court fight 
against Customs, handingout pam- 
phlets and setting up displays in 
their shops to highlight the largely 
hidden practices of Canada Cus- 
toms. 

The protest is being organized 
by CensorStop in Toronto, and 
HarperCollins publishers are do- 
nating posters and pamphlets. 

The purpose of the protest is “to 
raiseawareness”,accordingtoBruce 
Walsh of Censorstop. 

“One of the biggest problems is 
thatpeoplearecompletelyignorant 
of the issue,” he said. “When they 
find out, they’re horrified at what 
the government is doing.” 

The protest will raise money for 
the Little Sisters Defense Fund, 
which has been set up to support 
the Vancouver queer bookshop’s 
suit against Canada Customs. 

Little Sisters, along with the B.C. 
Civil Liberties Association, are pro- 
testing what they see as years of 
harassment from Customs. 



“We want to force Canada Cus- 
toms to be accountable for its in- 
sidious practices, regulating at our 
borders,” said Little Sisters man- 
ager Janine Fuller. 

Le Librairie Paragraphe, on 

“We want to force 
Canada Customs 
to be accountable 
for its insidious 
practices ” 

Mansfield at Sherbrooke, will be 
donating 10 per cent of the day’s 
sales. Though the shop has not had 
serious problems with Customs, co- 
owner Richard King said the issue is 
still an important one for the store. 

“It touches ourbusiness," he said. 
“In this business, we have to have 
access to books. The government 
should keep their noses out of peo- 
ple’s minds.” 

He added that Paragraphe is vul- 
nerable to future harassment. 

“I’m surprised we’haven’t had 
more problems, given how outspo- 
ken I’ve been,” he said. 



Customs has in the past year 
stopped books going to several 
booksellers who have spoken out 
against censorship, including those 
at Le Dernier Mot newsstand on St- 
Laurent. 

Unfortunately, CensorStop has 
had little organizational support for 
the protest, resulting in serious co- 
ordination problems. 

In particular, many local shops 
have not heard of it (including Le 
Dernier Mot, the McGill Bookstore 
and Coles), and there hasn’t been 
enough time or money for much of 
a publicity campaign. 

Still, Walsh insisted CensorStop 
has had a good reception from book- 
sellers all across the country. 

“We hope this gives those groups 
(like the Bookand Periodical Coun- 
cil and other professional organiza- 
tions] the impetus to make some 
move, to do something," he said. 

The booksellers will be joined by 
a protest march in T oronto today at 
12h30, including several symboli- 
callyshroudedhigh-profileauthors. 

Donations can also be mailed to 
the Little Sisters Defense Fund at 122 1 
ViurlowStrcçt, Vancouver B.C., V6E 
1X4. For more information on the 
Little Sisters court case, see tomor- 
row’s Daily. 
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Do you liston to music that no one alive has 
aver heard before? Then come down to the 
Daily office Shatner B-03, or call 398-6784 
and talk to Jason, Melanie or Pat. We need 

YOÜ! 



DRIVING SCHOOL 

Contrôle 




Ojffer valid until OcL 1 3. '93 

Lessons available in 
English, French & 
Chinese! 



6260 Cote-des-Neiges 344-3262 

3608 boul. St. Charles, suite 20 
(Galerie Kirkland) 695-3334 





• Facial FRFF Esthétique 

Consultation " 

• Wax Dépilation ah y ear long 

• Manicure, Pedicure 

• Make Up . 

20% REDUCTION For Students 



1442 SHERBROOKE O. • 2nd floor • 286-9275 




STUDENT 

AID 




The Student Aid Office is pleased to announce the 
continuation of the Work Study Program for the 
1993-94 academic year. It is designed to provide 
part-time on-campus employment for full-time 
degree students who demonstrate financial need. 
Eligible employers will benefit from subsidized 
labour costs when work study students are hired. 



Work Study student applications are available at 
the Student Aid Office on both campuses. 



Applications should be returned to the Student Aid 
Office by October 1 5, 1 993. 



^ 3637 Peel, #200 J 



m VISA SEMINARS INTERNATIONAL ■ 

Presents... 

FREE IMMIGRATION SEMINAR 
FOR FOREIGN STUDENTS 

M McGill University É 
McIntyre Medical Building, 3655 Drummond 
Palmer Howard Theatre 

Thursday, October 07, 1993 
7:00 p.m. 

■ Concordia University ■ 

Hall Building, 1455 de Maisonneuve W. 

Rm. #431 

Friday, October 08, 1993 
7:00 p.m. 

Members of Canada's largest Inmmigration law firm 

■ HOPPE JACKMAN ■ 

will provide information and answer all questions on 
all areas of Immigration to Canada 

Sponsored by The Chinese Students and Scholars Association (CSSA) 

196 Adelaide Street West, Suite 200, Toronto, Ontario, Canada, M5H 1W7 
TOLL FREE 1-800-263-VISA Tel. (416) 599-0707 ext. 242 Fax (416) 599-2861 



Does Berger shepherd his flock? 




Due to an 
inadver tant compu- 
ter error, this article 
didnotappearinthe 
focus on St. Henri- 
Westmount candi- 
dates found in Mon- 
day’s special 
Montréalissue. Our 
apologies for any 
confusion this may 
have caused. The 
Daily. 



by Joya Balfour 



David Berger, former McGill law 
grad and incumbent candidate for 
St. Henri-Westmount, has made 
diverse political activity his most 
recognizable quality. 

Berger stands for small business 
development, universal health care 
and child care, research and devel- 
opment, in addition to the Liberal 
platform of job creation. 

MP for Laurier from 1979-1988 
and St. Henri-Westmount from 
1988-1993, Berger is found in many 
areas of politics, from the Commit- 
tee on the Status of Women to the 
Committee for a Renewed Canada. 

While hesupports the continued 
funding of bilingualism in Canada, 
he went against the Liberals’ stance 
on the Mecch I,ake Accord. This 



raised a few eyebrows, but Berger 
was reelected in 1 988 by a margin of 
2.3% 

Issues of violence and racism are 
frequently referred to in Berger’s 
political speech. In reference to 
church and mosque arsons, anti- 
Semitic desecration and a 
homophobic murder in Angrignon 
Park, Berger stated these are not 
isolated incidents. 

“New groups are emerging in 
Canada. Students are being re- 
cruited in our schools and modern 
technologies are being used to 
propagate hatred. [The govern- 
ment] must take action to demon- 
strate that racism will not be toler- 
ated in Canada.” 

Berger also criticized the cur- 
rent government for delaying 
amendments to the Charter regard- 
ing freedom of sexual orientation. 

"The government has the re- 
sponsibility to protect Canadians 
who face discrimination. Further, 
the government has a responsibil- 
ity to live up to its promises,” said 
Berger. 

Police protection and tougher 
legislation against violent crime of- 
fenders have been an important part 
of his platform. Recently he sup- 
ported funding for self-defence 
groups for women, and met with 
the Coalition for Gun Control to 



discuss restricting the use of fire- 
arms through stricter gun control 
laws. However the complaints of 
violence in the McGill Ghetto still 
seem to be falling on deaf ears. 

Concerning youth, Berger voiced 
his support for programs run by 
Sun Youth, l’Étincelle, the Québec 
Autistic Society and the Little Bur- 
gundy Sports Association. 

“We must invest in our youth,” 
he says. “They need encourage- 
ment to stay in school. They need 
employment readiness pro- 
grammes, literacy training and ap- 
propriate job skills in order to enter 
the work force.” 

Within Berger’s riding however, 
criticism has been mounting. Con- 
stituents arc questioning his com- 
mitment to the riding, because his 
committee activities represent party 
interests rather than local issues. 
He is also criticized as being an 
uncharasmatic leader. Although the 
numerous committees on which he 
has sat are worth something, the 
voter must look at what concrete 
differenceshehas made for the resi- 
dents of St. Henri-Westmount. 

Besideshispreviously mentioned 
experience, David Berger has also 
served as president of the Canadian 
Football League. Is that relevant to 
his success in Canadian politics? In 
this country, you never know! 



LETTERS 



What happened? 

To the Daily; 

I’m writing in response to the Daily 
editorial of September 29th, which I 
was impressed by. I think the general 
lethargy of the McGill student body 
in regards to political activism — even 
political interest — is an example of a 
more general trend. 

What happened to the Left in our 
society? I don’t think there are any 
fewer liberal minded youth around, 
but there doesn’t seem to be any kind 
of general movement, a “big picture” 
of reform. Someone made the argu- 
ment (it was in Harper’s I think) that 
in the sixties, separate activist groups 
pursued their respective agendas but 
were nonetheless united in the sense 
that their individual goals were all 
mutually complementary, they were 
all basically on the same path towards 
a better society. 

Thus there was a reform move- 
ment, a real sense of momentum that 
influenced even those people not ac- 
tively fighting for something. 

In contrast, the Left of today has 
splintered into a number of factions 
whose goals are not so much the over- 
all reform of society, but rather the 
recognition and empowerment of a 
specific sub-group. I think this is what 
is occurring throughout McGill’s po- 
litical landscape. 



collectives more interested in indi- 
vidual identity, more interested, that 
is, in procuring a fair share of the pie 
for specificmarginalizcd groups. The 
emphasis is now not on unity but 
self-affirmation. This may be a le- 
gitimate approach, and more indi- 
vidual needs may be met by it, but I 
wonder if the general apathy on cam- 
pus that you wrote about is an inevi- 
table consequence. 

Howeffective is the feminist com- 
munity, for example, now that it has 
begun dividing along racial and 
generational lines? If the differences 
between homosexuals and bisexuals 
is further emphasized, will gay rights 
ever become a real issue among 
straights? 

The Left may nowbe more within 
its own borders, but as a result it may 
have turned in upon itself and, in the 
process, deadened the air at McGill. 

Jacob Pendcrgrast 
U3 History and Philosophy 

Elitist politics 
To the Doily 

Um, is it me, or was your “Com- 
ment" of September 22 (pompously 
entitled “Leaders and Visionaries”) 
completely nonsensical? I don’t know 
if I got this right. But I Think Kristen 
Boon was trying to argue that no one 
should run to replace Robert 



Party. Why? Because “the people are 
not participating in constructive 
change," apparently. Fascinating 
logic. 

Where I became really lost, 
though, is when Ms. Boon suggests 
that the Palestinian “sub-group” (I’d 
call it a “nation” myself) has lost 
sight of the "bigger issues” because 
many Palestinians have expressed 
criticisms of the Israeli-PLO peace 
accord. Palestinians are abandoning 
their “right to critical dialogue” she 
adds, because they see their interests 
“within the white walls of safe 
homes.” 

I read these intelligent words just 
hours after I read of another mili- 
tary-scale assault on several Pales- 
tinian homes in the Gaza Strip by 
Israeli soldiers, using anti-tank mis- 
siles (1) in a heavily built-up urban 
area. Naturally, many innocent peo- 
ple’s homes were destroyed in the 
process. This is not the first raid of its 
kind. It seems to me that the one who 
is living in a “safe home” is Kristen 
Boon, not the Palestinians who must 
now face the wrath of Arafat’s Fatah 
party if they do not support the 
“peace” agreement. 

For it is the Fatah party that will 
control the new Palestinian security 
force and will distribute the aid 
money. In case Boon did not know, 
Arafat is not “the” leader of the Pal- 
estinian “sub-group”. He is A leader, 
the only one the Israelis and Ameri- 
cans would deal with, howevergrudg- 
ingly. The reason: He is corrupt and 
bourgeois enough to sign a deal that 
is a long way from what the Palestin- 
ian people, as a whole, were seeking. 
1 guess Boon’s seemingly elitist poli- 
tics don’t allow for the fact that the 
leader, not the people, are wrong this 
time. 

John A. Johnson 
ArtsU2 



Larger groups have splintered into Bourassa as leader of the Libera 



MEET THE CANDIDATES! 



The Political Science Students' Association 
& The Post Graduate Students' Society 
present: 

A panel discussion and 
question & answer period. 

Attending: 

• Alain Perez, P.C. • David Berger, Lib. • 
• Ann Elburne, N.D.P. • 

Wednesday, October 13, 1993, 4:00 p.m., 
Leacock 232 
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by Catherine Cohen 




The Israeli government’s violent occupa- 
tion of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip has 
been met by peaceful protest. Women in Black, 
a coalition of women for peace, has been 
demonstrating against the occupation since 
March 1989. 

Under the umbrella of the Women and 
Peace Movement, Women in Black advocate 
dialoguebetweenthe 
Israeli government 
andthePLOasastep 
towards terminating 
the occupation and 
establishing a Pales- 
tinian state. 

An 1990 open let- 
ter published by the 
Women and Peace 
Movemcntstated“we 
women refuse to see 
war as the resolution 
of any 

conflict...Especiallyin 
times of cri- sis it is necessary to 

persist and stand firmly for the principles of 
dialogue and peaceful solution.” 

Women in Black was the first movement 
to develop a working relationship between 
Israeli women’s groups and organizations in 
the Occupied Territories. 

The group was named after the ritual they 
adopted. Every Friday these women dress in 
blackand hold vigils throughout thecountry. 
They carry signs in both Hebrew and Arabic 
bearing messages against the occupation. 
Their ritual signifies their stand of passive 
resistance. 

Support for Women in Black grew 
throughout 1989, reaching a peak of 31 vigils 
every Friday around Israel. It dropped to 7 
during the Gulf War due to an increase in 
anti-Palestinian sentiment. 

The opening of the Madrid peace talks in 
1991 further weakened the Women in Black. 
Rifts between supporters and opponents of 
the talks developed within the Palestinian 
amp. This made it impossible for women of 
the Israeli peace movement to collaborate 
with the Palestinian women’s movement as a 
whole. 

Despite these setbacks, Women in Black 
continued to protest the occupation. They 
were the first women of the Israeli left to 
demonstrate independently and continue to 
do so. 



Consistent Protest 

The signing of ‘Gaza and Jericho First ” 
peace accord, inspired these women to pro- 
test the agression of the government more 
firmly then ever. “ We continue to support 
the Intifadah and the struggle of the Palestin- 
ian people. The women’s movement in Israel 
against the 

occupation will not stop, despite the agree- 
ment, as long as there is occupation and 
discrimination in our region.” said Hadas 
Lahav of Women in Black. 

Hadas Lahav is a signifiant figure in the 
Israeli women’s peace movement and a 
longstanding member of Women in Black. At 
a conference in Concordia University, she 
discussed her group’s position on the recent 
accord. 

Women in Black do not have faith in the 
treaty. 

Lahav calls ‘Gaza and Jericho First’ a full 



further concessions.” said Lahav. 

The contents of the agreement not only 
deal with Gaza and J ericho, but with the West 
Bank as well. In Lahav’s opinion, while the 
PLO has established its rule in the Gaza Strip, 
it has relinquished its opportunity to admin- 
ister the West Bank, which will remain under 
Israeli control. 

Power Remains With Israelis 

Those aras under PLO rule will be con- 
trolled by a Palestinian police force. Within 
this framework, ultimate power remai ns with 
the Israelis. “Israel’s security needs will dic- 
tate priorities and the local authorities had 
better comply if they wish to stay in power,” 
explained Lahav. 

“The Palestinian police force will find it- 
self in a curious position, enforcing an agree- 
ment which violates the will ofthe Palestinian 
people and makes sure that the heads of the 
opposition remain securely tight." continued 



Israel is counting on factionalism 
within the Palestinian camp to 
weaken the Palestinian national 

movement. 



apitulation of the Palestinians. She claims 
the agreement will not lead to a lasting peace 
beause it does not deal with the root of the 
problem:theuncompromising,bullyingatti- 
tude of the Israeli government. 

“[The treaty] has not shown that the Is- 
raeli government has changed, it has only 
changed its tactics so as to force the Palestin- 
ians to accept its terms. ‘Gaza and Jericho 
First’ is, first of all, a reflection of the pure 
imbalance of forces.” said Lahav. 

According to Lahav, the title of the agree- 
ment is mislea3ing. The word ‘First’ implies 
that the process of negotiation hasjust begun. 
“By ailing an end to the Intifadah and [by] 
changing its charter, the PLO has ashed in its 
bargaining chips. It has nothing left to offer. 
There will be no reason for Israel to make 



Lahav. 

In Uhav’s view, Israel is counting on 
factionalism within the Palestinian amp to 
weaken the Palestinian national movement. 
Israel expects that, as political leaders, the 
PLO will supress all opposition without the 
need for Israel to interfere. 

By accepting this agreement, the PLO no 
longer embodies the Palestinian struggle, ex- 
plained Lahav. By changing numerous clauses 
within its charter in accordance with the de- 
mands of Israel, the PLO has wakened the 
very constitution which formed the basis of 
its existence. 

“The essence of this charter, was the rec- 
ognition that the people of Palestine were 
displaced through Zionist colonialism. By 
agreeing to terms so far short of its own 



resolution, ...the PLO has signed a piece of 
paper undermining its very existence,” said 
Lahav. 

Oneofunaddressed issues Lahav points to 
is the situation of Palestinian refugees. This 
issue, paramount within the Arab/Israeli con- 
flict, provided the impetus for the formation 
of the PLO. Yet, the refugee issue was ignored 
in both the Madrid formula and in the “Gaza 
and Jericho First” agreement. 

According to Lahav, the signing of this 
agreement by the PLO is, for the Palestinian 
people, a national disaster which puts the 
future of its people in danger. 

Concerns of the Treaty 

Women in Black are concerned about the 
impliation this traty will have on the Pales- 
tinian struggle. They arc still questionning 
the intentions ofthe Israeli government. 

Based on these concerns, the Women in 
Black was established in Israel. Their non- 
violent principles have inspired other groups 
ofwomen around the globe. Women in Black 
groups have been founded in Italy, England, 
Germany and former Yugoslavia. 

Women in Black is based on the pursuit of 
peace. For them war is the game of men. 
“Women in Black is a group of hundreds or 
perhapsthousandsoftypical working women. 
We are not men involved in political ego- 
tripping. There are no leaders in Women in 
Black, just a great deal of solidarity and readi- 
ness to go forward. That is the secret of our 
strength.” said Shoshi, a hard core member of 
the Israeli Women in Black, in Against the 
Current. 

Although there isn’t a branch ofWomen 
in Black in Montréal, Voice of Women, a 
Canadian women’s peace organization sup- 
ports Women in Black morally and matcri- 
allyaround the world. “Most Women in Black 
groups started in areas of conflict. And here 
in Montreal we are their voice. We provide 
information, and we organize relief pro- 
grams.”said Maria Peluso, a membenn Voice 
ofWomen. 

In solidarity with women’s peace move- 
ments throughout the world, Women in Black 
will protest the government of Israel as long 
as the oppression continues. 

They stand united beyond national barri- 
ers, as women against war. Their unity is 
defined through their concern for their chil- 
dren. They are the mothers of those who are 
killed and those who are killing, and they will 
continue to struggle until the killing stops. 






The Palestinian Solidarity 
Committee and Hillel discuss the 
signing of the Peace Treaty. 



BY Lz Unna and Afra Jalabi 

The Daily conducted an inter- 
view with Rami Dajani, presi- 
dent of the Palestinian Solidar- 
ity Committee (PSC), and 
Ya } ara Saks , president of Hillel. 
We asked them to comment on 



renunciation of terrorism and the renunciation of violence, 
and trying different approaches. 

Up until now, neither side has been willing to budge, both 
have been extremists, and now you’re seeing more of a 
development towards mutual recognition and understand- 
ing. The base of it all is legitimacy — recognising each side’s 
historical and inalienable rights in the region. 

Do you think both sides have benefited equally, or will do 
so in the future? Is it still too early to tell? 

Rami: It is probably too early to tell, for sure. If one looks 
back at how this process evolved, it should be noted that the 
Palestinians have been negotiating from a position of weak- 




Ya'ara Saks, Hillel president 



now too volatile to discuss. These are issues of refugees, the 
law of return (which allows Jews automatic Israeli citizen- 
ship], the issue of Jerusalem, the issue of further division of 
the West Bank. These are all very fundamental issues to 



the historic signing of the peace 
treaty between the PLO and the 
Israeli government. 

Daily: Why did it take so long for Palestinians and Israelis 
to sit together at the peace negotiations? Why now? What are 
the factors that have made this peace treaty possible? 

Ya’ara: The first significant step of the peace process was 
in 1 979 with Eygpt and Israel, but it took so long because it’s 
not only a matter of politics. There arc a lot of emotional 
issues, as well as ideological and religious issues... 

The way I see it is that Israeli and Palestinian sentiments 
were so polarized that it took alot of outer negotiations to get 
people past the emotion... People have to see a realistic future 
to end this thing before the/ re able to sit down at the table 
and say, ‘O.K. it’s time to end this’. 

Rami: Apart from this rush of realism that’s taking place 
now, one has to look back and carefully examine why there 
hasn’t been any real peace process, in the sense of negotia- 
tions, before this point. 

I think it goes back to the fundamental Israeli rejection of 
the PLO as the representative of the Palestinians. And even 
before that it goes back to the Israeli rejection of the existence 
of the Palestinian people. Israeli prime ministers, such as 
Golda Meir, have stated in the past that there is no such thing 
as a Palestinian people, that it’s just a segment of the Arab 
population that happens to be situated on the land of Israel. 

I believe there has been a fundamental change in the Israeli 
outlook — finally recognizing Palestinians as mutual part- 
ners and people they can talk to on the same level. And that 
has partially brought about the recent changes. 

Ya’ara: I think you have to argue as well that there’s been 
a change in how Palestinians view the existence of the Israeli 
state. 

It was not just a PLO thing, there was an Arab world 
decision to reject the existence the State of Israel, that Israel 
was a foreign entity in a region that it just didn’t belong in. 

There has been a development on the PLO side — the 



"Up until now, security 
has meant military 
force. Now Israel's view 
has changed in saying 
that security is in the 
form of peace and not 
in the form of a gun. " 

ness. Because of that fundamental weakness, there are doubts 
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things are unspecified in this initial Declaration of Principles. 

Palestinians still remain weak in terms of power and 
therefore, their negotiating ability in the future might be 
obstructed by this weakness. So, there is the fear that the 
Palestinians might not get their fair share in the end because 
of this. 

Ya’ara: I have to agree in the sense that as far as negotiating 
power is concerned, militarily and economically, the Israelis 
have consistently been stronger. This has to do with a number 
of reasons, such as strong US backing. Palestinians have not 
had that financial, economic and military advantage. 

The problem with the treaty is that it’s vague. The only 
concrete part of the treaty is that there is mutual recognition 
which is a monumental step. Mutual recognition is the first 
step towards being able discuss further issues. 

I have to agree that there are many important issues that 
will come up over the next couple of years, that were specifi- 
cally left out of the Declaration of Principles because they are 



Palestinians and Israelis. Every step has to be very carefully 
planned out at this point. 

Unfortunately, the fear among Palestinians is probably 
that because they are in a weaker position, Israelis may 
overstep the line. It’s a natural fear. 

Israelis on the other hand are at a point where they are 
really looking for security in the region. Up until now, secu- 
rity has meant military force. I think, now Israel’s view has 
changed in saying that security is in the form of peace, not in 
the form of a gun. 

Rami: If I may add, another factor here is the economic 
one. There are fears about Israeli control over whatever the 
emerging Palestinian economy maybe — that there will still 
be significant Israeli control, and that there will be a depend- 
ent situation on Israeli or other economies. 

Ya’ara: I think the Israelis think that, as the region is so 
small and dependent on water and land issues, we’re going to 
see a lot of interdependence between both parties in order to 
get the Palestinian economic ball rolling and in order to 
maintain the Israeli economicconditionsintheregion.There 
will have to be a lot of interworking. 

Rami: But I think the problem here again is that for the last 
20 or so years, Israel has had a firm grip on the Palestinian 
economic life. That has meant that the Palestinian economy 
is virtually nonexistent and is structured in a way to serve the 
Israeli economy as a source of cheap labour, as a way for cheap 
production. And because of the infrastructure, there are fears 
that this condition will persist even under better political 
conditions. 

Ya’ara: I’d have to argue that if there is a PLO government 
in Jericho and Gaza, the previous infrastructure will fall away 
in these areas because there will be no Israel control. Israelis 
won’t be able to dictate the economy in those areas. They will 
be able to dictate outside of those areas in Israel proper. But 
as part of the development of Palestinian government within 
Gaza, that Palestinian government will be able to direct their 
own economy. 

Some factions on both side have objected strongly to the 
peace treaty. Can you explain the basis of their concerns? 

Ya’ara: As far as radicalism is concerned within the Jewish 
perspective, it comes first of all from a fear for security, 
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especially from the Israeli West Bank settlers. 

Much of the settlement in the West Bank is byjews that feel 
they have the right to live in this area. They feel that the signing 
of the Declaration of Principles, in the future turning over 
these territories to the Palestinians, is a breach of the Israeli 
government’s responsibility to them. They feel, from a his- 
torical and biblical standpoint, that they have the right to 
settle on this land. 

The problem with this is that biblical and historical rights 
do not necessarily dictate the modern situation of the Nation 
State. It’s a form of revisionist Zionism, in that they feel they 
have the right to live on this land. 

As such, their fear is that once further negotiation are 
solidified and put into effect, their right to live in these lands 
will be compromised. They don’t agree with the party in 
power, which is the Labour party. They have voiced their 
objections quite loudly. 

In terms of their effect on the ratification of the Declara- 
tion of Principles, it is very limited. They do have representa- 
tion in Parliament through religiousand political groups, but 
they are a minority. 

I think you see extremists on both sides. Not everyone likes 
the agreement. The problem is that their radicalism is infring- 
ing on other settlements within the Territories. 

It has to be recognized that the land is not theirs to keep. 
Unfortunately Israeli policy, until now, has encouraged set- 
tlements. Now there is a reversal and there will be a pulling 
back, and it is very difficult for settlers in this region to accept, 
because their own livelihood within the region is being nego- 
tiated. There is a fear of security, there is a fear of their future. 

Rami: I think extremism is too harsh a word to describe 
people who just simply disagree. In any politically plural 
society there have to be people who disagree with certain 
things. And this agreement, the Declaration of Principles is a 
complex process and not everybody is pleased with it. 

On the Palestinian side, a lot of discontent stems from, as 
I mentioned before, the perceived position of weakness of the 
Palestinians in the negotiations. Therefore there is this built- 
in fear that whatever might come out of it may not be fair for 
the Palestinians. Several religious groups in Palestine have 
voiced their concern over this. These tend to be people in 
grassroots movements who have been devastated by the 
Israeli occupation and who suffered longand do not really see 
in this agreement a real way out. 

Ya’ara: What about official groups under the PLO um- 
brella that have rejected the signing (such as the PFLP and 
DFLP)? How much of an impact do they have? 

Rami: As 1 said before, there has to be disagreement, and 
these groups have disagreed but have accepted to 'go along 
without agreeing’. This means that they will not do anything 
militant to disrupt theprocess, while expressing their extreme 
reservation. 

Their impact, I think, will be good overall. There will be a 
sort ofsoberingvoiceofpeoplewhosay’waita minute, maybe 
there’s something we are not being clear about’. I think we 
always need people who disagree. 

Ya’ara: You don’t see them in the future jeopardizing 
what’s been established? 

Rami: I think it depends on how the negotiations go. If 
there is a feeling in the Palestinian street that Israel is going too 
far in mistreating or abusing its power to achieve more gains 
in the negotiations, there will be a lot of disruption. 

What is the standpoint of Hamas? 

Rami: The official standpoint of Hamas has been to reject 
the Declaration of Principles but I believe they have signed an 
agreement with the PLO not to violently oppose it. 

Since both of you were in the West Bank this summmer, 
how would you describe the sentiment among the people who 
are actually there? 

Rami: I was in Jerusalem this summer. I noticed that the 
Palestinian morale was going downhill. People were losing 

hope. Theeconomicconditionsweregettingworseand worse. 

There seemed to be no end in sight. 

The negotiations, this summer, looked like they were 
going nowhere. It was really a sad atmosphere. But now, I 
talked to people who live there and at least there is a feeling of 
hope. There is a bit of positive feeling, even though there 
might not be great jubilation. 

Ya’ara: With Israelis, there is a feeling of exhaustion. 
People are tired of living in this constant state of violence and 
in the constant state of having to deal with an ongoing and 
continuing problem. People are honestly tired. Families just 
don’t want to keep sending their sons and daughters to the 
military to fight something they don’t want to fight anymore. 

From what I saw in Gaza, thesenseofmoralewaslow.With 
the closure of the territories, the economic situation was 
down to nothing. Work permits were issued on a weekly basis, 
constrictingpeoplefrombringinginsalaries.Thathas changed 
now and I think people at this point are quietly optimistic. 



Rabin put it the best 
way possible on the day 
of signing — “enough of 
the blood, enough of the 
tears, enough of the 
death, enough of the vio- 
lence”. The two parties 
are completely exhuasted 
emotionally, physically, 
mentally and financially. 
It had to stop, and this 
was the only way. 

Rami: Certainly Israel 
has a number of prob- 
lems, becauseofits occu- 
pation in the West Bank. 
Even though Israel has 
had severe problems, I 
don’t thinkthey compare 
in any way to the kind of 
oppression Palestinians 
have been subjected to. 

Ya’ara: I thinkyou are 
making a comparison 
between a state that is 
functioning on huge 
amounts of loans and an 
area that has been occu- 
pied. 




Rami Dajani, PSC Pesident 



Rami: I wanted to point out that the pressures from the 
Israeli society are probably not that severe. 

Ya’ara: I disagree, because speakingas someone who is half 



” Extremism is too 
harsh a word to de- 
scribe people who 
simply disagree. 

On the Palestinian 
side, discontent 
stems from their 
position of weak- 
ness in the negotia- 
tions. " 



Israeli and living in Israel proper, it is as emotionally and 
physically draining in certain areas. It’s not easy to watch your 
friends go. It’s not easy to hold a gun. It’s not easy to put on 
a uniform. It’s not easy to go in and knowyou arean occupier. 
It’s as difficult. 

I can see where your comparison is coming from, but I 
don’t think it’s fair to say who suffered more or who suffered 
less. They are different types of suffering. 

How did the treaty affect the atmosphere on campus? 

Ya’ara: It’s quieter! I think at this point Jewish students on 
campusare sitting backand observing everything. Everything 
happened very quickly and very recently. There are emotional 
and ideological perspectives that are takingl80 degree turns. 
Everyone is adjusting to the concept on campus. 

Hillel continues to support the state of Israel and the 
government of Israel, its actions and its endeavours. There is 
still a proud feeling towards Israel. 

Rami: There is general support from the Palestinian stu- 
dents on campus, albeit some reservation. Things have been 



quieter, because we haven’t got to fundamental issues that 
create argument. It’s important for us to have these kind of 
arguments because it contributes to better understanding. 

An important issue the treaty hasn’t dealt with is theissueof 
Jerusalem. What do think mil happen? Is there a possiblity that 
the three groups in the region that have theological claims to the 
city will be able to share it? 

Rami: The Declaration of Principles says Jerusalem will be 
negotiated in the coming 5 years. There is room to negotiate 
anything on the status of Jerusalem. Since East Jerusalem is 
part of the territory occupied in 1967, it does fall under 
resolution 242. 

I here is a strong spiritual connection for Muslims to the 
city of Jerusalem. It’s a city that is important to many Arabs 
and Muslims. There is also a national connection to Jerusa- 
lem, so it’s going to be hard for Palestinians to give up 
negotiating it. 

Ya’ara: An integral part of Judaism is thecity of Jerusalem. 
To Muslims there are 3 holy cities. To Jews, there is only one. 
Historically Jerusalem has been the Jewish capital. The best 
phrase to emphasize this is, “If I forget Jerusalem, cut off my 
right arm.” 

Up until this point, Jerusalem has been non-ncgotiable. 
That’s changed with the Declaration of Principles, it is now on 
the negotiating platform. It’sadifficult issue. Jews, in general, 
have a fear of putting Jerusalem on the table. The fear really 
comes from after the war of Independence in 1 948 when Jews 
were not permitted access to the old city. I don’t think the 
international community would allow for that religious seg- 
regation again. 

As a Jewish capital it’s very difficult to discuss giving up. 
Israelis feel that by putting J erusalem on the table, its connec- 
tion to the city might be overstepped or violated. The options 
are still open. 

Rami: Because Jerusalem is on the table, there will be 
several proposals by each side concerning the modalities of 
how to resolve the issue. I think it’s unrealistic for Israelis on 
one side to say that Jerusalem is ‘off the negotiations’. It’s 
unrealistic for Palestinians as well to demand the city. 

Hopefully, there will be ways in which an agreement can be 
reached about the city that will involve both Palestinians and 
Israelis. That’s the reality everybody has to live with regardless 
of ideological, religious or nationalistic feelings. People will 
have to become pragmatic and realize that they will have to 
give up something, as will the other side. 



SEXUAL ASSAULT CENTRE 




Myth: Rape results from-an uncon- 
liable 



trollable sexual urge. 

Fact: Rape is a criminal act of vio- 
Jence, using sex as a weapon. Men 
rape to express hostility and to domi- 
nate. 
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The new face of the Middle East 

An opinion by the Palestinian Solidarity Committee 

One month ago, the Palestinian people found themselves faced with a difficult choice. The staggering changes 
taking hold of the entire Middle East were perhaps initially welcomed as positive developments in a long struggle 
for recognition. 

Now, however, as opinions crystallize and Palestinians begin to absorb the implications of these changes, a 
multiplicity of views has emerged. 

This pluralism on the Palestinian side is a good sign. Every plan or initiative has a positive and a negative side. 
It would be naively optimistic to start painting rosy pictures of the future, just as it would be dose-minded and 
unproductive to discard the whole endeavor as yet another Palestinian capitulation. 

I n fact, this agreement has several positive points. Most important is the recognition of the national legitimacy 
of Palestine in the regional and international communities. 

While there are no real guarantees in the text of the Declaration of Principles, many feel optimistic about the 
coming negotiation process for a final settlement. They feel that the political mood in the Middle East as well as 
in the international arena is presently favourable to reaching a more just resolution of the Palestinian question. 

In other words, the new global order should allow for a local, negotiated compromise between Palestine and 
Israel (on an equal level) without the external influences of global and regional politics of the previous era. 

Many also feel that this agreement would set an irreversible precedent for Palestinian self-rule. The argument 
here is that once a Palestinian authority is established to govern at least some parts of Palestine, it can only gain 
more powers over time. 

The emergence and growth of political and legal jurisdictions will shape, and be shaped by, the increasing 
efforts of Palestinians at building a better society and political order. 

On the negative side there are many legitimate causes for concern. Most alarming is the possibility that Israel 
has served the PLO a red herring. Faced with thedragging material and social expensesof an “official” occupation, 
Israel may have come up with this agreement to appease the Palestinians, and concomitantly maintain real 
control over the territories. Many see this deal leading to little more than a shaky local administration, with Israel 
enjoying the privileges of an “unofficial” occupier. 

There is sound reason behind these fears. Namely, Israel’s recognition of the PLO and its legitimacy does not 
necessarily imply that negotiations will be conducted fairly (on an equal basis). 

The Palestinians remain very weak, and risk the possibility of being co-opted by Israel. Thus, the outcome of 
coming negotiations will be decidedly in Israel’s favour. 

One can only hope that the breakthrough between the PLO and Israel will bring peace to the Middle East. 
However, it is counter-productive to believe that it holds all the solutions. It might hold some, or none at all. 

When trying to decide which way to go on this agreement, it is important to take into account its negative as 
well as its positive implications. Judge the deal on its merits. 

The challenge of change 

An opinion by the Progressive Zionist Caucus 

It is a bittersweet new reality, one that hovers between fantastical elation and the seriousness that lines the 
threshold of change. 

The momentous exchange of Palestinian-Israeli mutual recognition letters, followed by a hesitant handshake 
on global television, has raised both hopes and apprehensions for this new era of coexistence. The battle lines 
in the conflict have now changed from delineating an international one of bloodshed to an intra-national one 
of ideology, as the moderates must strive to overcome the extremists within each camp, in order to ensure lasting 
peace. 

We applaud Israeli Prime Minister Rabin for summoning the courage to improve the status quo; for 
undertaldng the challenge of change. Indeed, the days ahead will not be without their difficulties, but we must 
seek inspiration from the ultimate success of the peace accord with Egypt 14 years ago. Peace has now been 
brought to one more front on the Arab-Israel domain. 

As Zionists, we must honour the memories of our founding mothers and fathers who recited our call for 
Jewish nationhood on the precarious world stage, and extend the same right of national self-determination to 
our neighbouring Palestinians. One need not call for cross-border heartfelt embraces, however; as veteran Israeli 
writer Amos Oz said, “The opposite ofwar is not love; the opposite ofwar is peace. Hence my own attitude toward 
the Palestinians: make peace, not love.” 

We look forward to an Israeli society bestowed with the national energy to devote to the pursuit of 
progressivism and liberalism. With the reduced stress of wholly existential concerns, Israel may now address 
environmental issues, the plight of women struggling to attain equality in a society straddling Middle Eastern 
and Western cultures, and the reconciliation of the religious and secular forces eroding national consensus. 

We anxiously await the birth of a new Palestinian Liberation ideology; one that is constructive rather than 
destructive; terror, a pained political voice, to be replaced by internal state formation, as the embryo Palestinian 
polity struggles to define itself socially, economically and nationally. 

Wehopethat PLO Chairman Arafat willbeabletoquellthcdestructive forcesofHamas to enablehimtobring 
the Palestinian dream of self-determination (of whatever sort) to peaceful fruition. 

Regionally, the Palestinian Question can no longer be used as a pawn in the search for internal Arab State 
legitimacy, nor in the bloody chess game of the Arab-Israel conflict. The signatures on the accord declare “Check 
Mate” against the enemy of mutual blind spots and denial. 

At this political watershed, the Progressive Zionist Caucus looks to the future with great expectations: Israeli 
soldiers can now don the uniform of the Israeli Defense Forces with honour, knowing that it is again living up 
to its title and its mandate; the State of Israel can pursue its proud agenda of democracy now unflawed by 
occupation; Zionists everywhere can look forward to our spiritual and cultural homeland being integrated into 
a new, vital Middle East, one finally to be fraught with peace. 



u 

! . 



>' :.r 




An Israeli soldier prays at the western wall in Jerusalem 
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by David 
Kennedy 



The Peace 
Process 







"Live the Launching " Palestinian aspirations in old Jerusalem 



Letters on page 2 



The Daily welcomes all letters under 300 words. Add your name, 
program year and phone number. Anonymity can be provided, talk 
to an editor beforehand. We print all letters provided they are not 
sexist, racist, homophobic or libelous. Opinions can be expressed in 
the form of a Hyde Park, no more than 500 words 



SINCE*191 1 



Vol.83 No. 19 



All contents ©1993 Dally 
Publications Society. All rights 
reserved. The content of this 
newspaper is the responsibility of the 
McGill Daily ond does not necossarily represent the views of McGill 
University or the Students' Society of McGill University. Products or 
companies odvertized in this newspaper are not necessarily endorsed 



I *71 1 in ^*11 7F\7\ l J Éiîîlî? 1?1 filial iI*Mlt-iVlH«IiiMilbl [ïï^aY»IÎ1:K»1W 



Québec. The Doily is a founding member of Canadian University 
Press, Presso étudiante du Québec, Publi-Peq ond CampusPlus. 
Printed on 20% recycled paper. ISSN 1 192-4608 



Editorial Offices! 

3480 McTavish St., Montréal, Qc., 
room B-03, H3A 1X9 

Business & Advertising Office: 

3480 McTovish St., Montréal, Qc., 
room B-17, H3A 1X9 

editorial! (514) 398-6784 
buslness/advertising: (514) 398-6790 
fax: (514) 398-8318 



co-ordinating editor: Dave ley 
co-ordinating news editor: lOistin Andrews 
news editors: liz Unno, Afro Jalobi, Kristen Boon 
culture editors: Melanie Newton, Pal Harewood 
features editor Dave Austin 
science editor — 
layout & design editors: — 
daily français: Marie-Violaine Boucher 




contributors: 

Cathy Cohen, Susan Roop, Alysa Fairchild, Don 
Robins, Joya Balfour, David Kennedy, Hasan 
Karrar, Terna Gyuse 



business manager: Morian Schrier 
assistant business manager: Jo-Anne Pickel 
advertising managers: Boris Shedov, letty Matteo 
advertising layout & design: Robert Costoin 






» CLASSIFIED ADS • 



WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 6, 1993 

Ads may be placed through the Daily Business Office, Room B- 
17, University Centre, 9h00-14h00. Deadline is 14h00, two 
working days prior to publication. 

McGill Students (with valid ID): $3.50 per day, 4 or more 
consecutive days, $2.75 per day ($11.00 per week). McGill 
Employees (with staff card) $4.50 per day, 4 or more consecu- 
tive days, $3.75 per day ($1 5.00 per week). All others: $5.00 per 
day, or $4.25 per day for 4 or more consecutive days ($17.00 
per week). Extra charges may apply, and prices do not include 
applicable GST or PST. For more information, please visit our 
office in person or call 398-6790 - WE CANNOT TAKE 
CLASSIFIED ADS OVER THE PHONE. 

PLEASE CHECK YOUR AD CAREFULLY WHEN IT 
APPEARS IN THE PAPER. The Daily assumes no financial 
responsibility for errors, or damage due to errors. Ad will re- 
appear free of charge upon request if information is incorrect 
due to our error. The Daily reserves the right not to print any 
classified ad. 



1 - Housing 



Heart of Downtown beautifully 
renovated apl.'s at a reasonable price. 
If interested, please call 849-3B97 or 
284-5650. 

Furnished room for rent in modest 
Westmount home. Share kitchen and 
house withone non-smoker and 2 dogs. 
481-5911. 

Room to Rent in condo. Furnished, 
facing Metro. 1 5 mins, from McGill $325/ 
month. Negotiable. 288-0016. After 6 
p.m. 769-2858. 



2 - Movers/Storage 



Moving/Storage. Closed van or 
truck. Local and long distance. Ott- 
Tor-Van-NY-Fla. 7 days 24 hours. 
Cheap. Steve 735-8148. 



3 - Help Wanted 



Multinational Record Company 

looking for an aggressive, talented, 
bilingual student for part-time activity 
to service campus radio and record 
retail. Must own car. Possible career. 
Call for interview 636-6095, 

Teachers wanted fornew language 
training sen/ice. Must be dynamic/ex- 
perienced teaching fr./eng. Call for in- 
terview 289-9019, 

FREE TRIPS AND MONEY!! Indi- 
viduals and Student Organizations 
wanted to promote Hottest Spring Break 
Destinations, call the nation's leader, 
Inter-Campus Programs 1-800-327- 
6013. 

Models Needed. All ages. The Inter- 
national Model Search. Oct. 17 Howard 
Johnson Hotel. Info: 874-7624. 



5 - Typing Services 



Success to all students in ’93. 

WordPerfect 5.1. Term papers, ré- 
sumés, access form, applications. 25 
yrs. experience. $1 ,75doublespace, 7 
days/week. Rapid sen/ice. On campus 
- Peel/Sherbrooke. Paulette Vigneault 
or Roxanne 288-9638, 288-0016. 

Word Processing. 937-8495. Term 
papers, résumés, forms design, corre- 
spondence. manuscripts, (Laser print- 
ing) (Photocopier) 9:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. 
(7 days) (near Atwater) 

Word-Processing of all your docu- 
ments. WordPerfect 5.1, laser printer. 
Fr./Eng. experienced, reliable. McGill 
staff. Call evening or weekend 484- 
5407, 

So ya got that fraggin' essay, right? 
So now ya got two choices: Spend two 
hours doin' it yerself, or spend $1 .50/ 
page an' I do the damn thing. Bob 843- 
4996, 

Word-processing of term-papers, re- 
ports, theses etc. Word-Perfect 5.1, 
Laser printer. 8 years experience. Fast, 
professional service. Good rates. Close 
to McGill. Brigitte 282-0301. 

RÉSUMÉS by MBA’s. Student rates. 
Better Business Bureau Member. 
3000+ students served. Owner worked 
for Procter & Gamble, Heinz and Gen- 
eral Foods. PRESTIGE (on Guy) 939- 
2200 , 

Can you afford not to ad* 
vertise? Classified Ads... 



7 - Articles For Sale 



Couch and lovaseat, light grey ex- 
cellent condition, $250. Call after 7 



p.m.: 739-1176. 

Wedding Dress. Ivory-white. All 

silk. Long sleeves. Off-shoulder. Lit- 
tle pearls on sleeves. Short train that 
hooks up. Size 9-10. Excellent condi- 
tion. 332-1731. 



TO - Rides/Tickets 




McGILL 

NIGHTLINE 



Not leaving Montreal for the long 
weekend? Neither are we! Call McGill 
Nightline for anonymous, open-minded 
listening, info and referral. 9pm to 3am. 
Call us - 398-6246. 



1 3 - Lessons/Courses 



Score well on the LSAT, GMAT, or 
GRE! Our preparation courses which 
use a unique approach have been used 
successfully by thousands since 1 979. 
Call 1-800-567-7737. 



1 4 - Notices 



To members of the TAIWANESE 
STUD. ASSOC.: Due to illness our VP 
Ext. resigned. Nowseeking candidates. 
ALL candidates and members: Gen- 
eral meeting: 550 Sherbrooke, Rm. 
1175, Oct. 12,6 p.m. 499-0109. 



Test Anxiety Group nowforming at 
McGill Counselling Sen/ice. Got semi- 
nar presentation jitters? Phone 398- 
3601 now! 



Public Speaking Group forming at 
McGill Counselling Service. 6 weekly 
sessions to help you relax and concen- 
trate on exams. Phone 398-3601 now! 



Ilf you don't wish to 
J walk alone after dark, why 
Inot call the WalksafeNet- 
jwork? Open 7 nights a 
Jweek, Sun. toThurs.6:30 
pm - 1 2:30 am, Fri. & Sat 6:30 pm - 2:30 
am. Call 398-2498. Let's be “sole- 
mates! 



1 5 - Volunteers 




Photographers needed. Save the 
Children McGill needs photos of kids 
for their 94-95 calendar. Submit entries 
to our mailbox in the Union Bldg. For 
more info, call Rebecca 284-6037. 



Need experience with babies & 
pre-schoolers or with multiculturalism? 
Volunteer for Parenthèse, a group for 
mothers and theiryoung children. Tues, 
or Thurs. (1:30-4:30 p.m.) at CLSC 
Metro. Info: Cyndy Spilberg 934-0354. 



1 B - Musicians 



String players wanted for a small, 
select chamber orchestra which per- 
forms standard repertoire from a vari- 
ety of eras. For more info, contact: 487 - 
8703. 



1 8 - Miscellaneous 



St-Martha's-in-the-Basement 

ecumenical worship, Sundays 10:30 al 
352 1 University. ForThanksgiving, walk 
up to Mountain wealher permitting. Info: 
398-4104. 
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EVENTS 




JUTENTION!! 



Undergraduate Students 
in the 



Facu 

Facu 



ty of Arts & 
ty of Science 



Verification Period 
October 12-15, 1993 



Verification Period is the only opportunity this 
term to ensure the accuracy of 
your McGill student record. 

Pick up your verification form in person 

• Place: Lobby, Arts Building 

• Hours: 9:30 AM — 4:30 PM 

• Dates: Tuesday, October 1 2 to 

Friday, October 1 5 

Bring your McGill Student ID card 



McGill’s Faculty of Agricultural Si 
Environmental Sciences 
and the 

School of Dietetics 

invites all McGill students and staff to 
MacDays ’93 
October 15th and 16th 



9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 



The SSMU Environmental 
Committee is having its first Gen- 
eral Meeting todayat 1 6h30 in room 
3 10 of the Shatner Building. Open 
to all students. Come out and help 
work for greater environmental re- 
sponsibility on campus. Mark 
Sherman 333-2877 

The WalksafeNetworkwill NOT 
be operating from Friday, Oct.9 to 
Monday Oct. 12, 1993. Walksafc 
apologizes for any inconvenience. 

Poetry and Fiction reading at 
the Phoenix. Anayone interested in 
participating call Sarahat 987-9605. 

WUSC (World University Serv- 
ice of Canada) has an annual inter- 
national seminar which send 30 
university students from across 
Canada to a developing country. 
This year the seminar is in Benin 
(west Africa), and applications are 
now available. The seminar will be 
conducted in French. For more 
information and applications call 
278-4301 or 286-0714, or leave a 
message in the Union mailbox. 

QP1RG Clayoquot Sound Com- 
mittee will hold an informational 
slide show on the Clayoquot issue 
on Thursday, October 7, on the 5th 
FloorofthcEatonbuildingat 17h00. 
Come inform yourself for the Na- 
tional Day of Action for Clayoquot 
Rally on October 13. 

Professor Morton Weinfeld will 
be talkingon “Thinkingaboutanti- 
semetism: Trends and Interpreta- 
tions” today, 12h30 at 3460 Stanley 
Hillel. 

Heridan, McGill's Womanist 
and Feminist Journal needs contri- 
butions from all women in any 
genre: poetry, essays, reflections 
etc. Deadline is Monday, October 
18. All submissions to Womens 
Union box, SSMU desk-first floor, 
Shatner building, 3480 McTavish. 




Discover the other McGill... 

Information: 398-7702 
Macdonald Campus of McGill University 
Ste-Anne-de-Bellevue 
Bus 211 from Lionel Groulx metro 




An Abortion Support Group 
meets every second Wednesday 
evening in a comfortable 
livingroom. For women who wish 
to share their experiences. We also 
provide a clinic escort service. For 
more information contact the 
McGill Womens Union at 398-6823, 
or Maija at 286-8075. 

Canoeing, Hiking, Cycling, 
Mountain Biking, Climbing, Horse- 
back riding... find out more about 
the McGill Outing Club. Every 
Wednesday, 19h30, Leacock 26. 

BSN meetingat 550 Sherbrooke, 
rm 1175 at 18h00. Guest speaker 
Thandi Classen. 



Daily Staff 
Meeting: This 
and every 
Thursday, 17h00. 
Anyone and 
Everyone 
Welcome! 
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A chance for single mothers at school 



by Susan Roop 

Of all the households in 
Montréal, 35% are of families with 
children. A full one third of these 
homes are single parent families, 
and 94% are led by females. Fur- 
thermore, over 10% of all family 
households in Montréal are headed 
by women whose annual income is, 
at the most, $10000. 

A Statistics Canada study on 
Montréal housingin 1 986 states that 
the search for housing by these 
women is further complicated be- 
cause “little family housing is avail- 
able and discrimination against 
families does exist.” 

Project Chance Residence is a 



low-cost housing program for sin- 
gle mothers who are full time stu- 
dents at post-secondary institu- 
tions. It was founded by a non- 
denominational group of profes- 
sional women, in response to a 1 983 
study on the economic and social 
needs of single mothers in Montréal 
conducted by the Catholic Com- 
munity Services Inc. 

By 1 987, Project Chance was in- 
corporated as a non— profit organi- 
zation (NPO) designed to, as de- 
scribed by their pamphlet, “enable 
single mothers to benefit from con- 
venient, comfortable and safe ac- 
commodation as they pursue their 
education.” In July 1989, the first 
22 families were able to move in. 



Since its beginnings, Project 
Chance hasenjoyed much support. 
At the time, the city of Montréal 
donated slots of land to NPO’s. 
Project Chance was one of the lucky 
programs to receive land at an in- 
credible rate of $1 per year! The 
Société d’Habitants de Québec 
(SHQ) subsidizes the housing 
project, so that each resident pays 
25% of their last year’s income (in- 
cluding welfare, bursaries, loans, 
scholarships, etc) for the full year, 
regardless of family size. 

Potential residents must dem- 
onstrate a need for the low-cost 
housing program offered at Project 
Chance. “It’s based on need," explains 
Suan Cross, Social Worker and Pro- 



gram Coordinator for Project 
Chance. “It’s open to [any single 
mom in full timestudy], everything 
we do is on an individual basis.” 

Financial need is determined by 
a point system set by the SHQ. 
Women must also meet a number 
of other criteria determined by 
Project Chance — the most influ- 
ential of which is a personal letter 
stating the applicant’s position, 
need and future plans. 

The women must maintain a 
satisfactory standing at school in 
order to remain at Project Chance. 
If they are unable to do so, they are 
given one semester to bring up their 
grades, and failing that, they have 
six months to leave the project. 



Boom or bust? 

Montréal allows casino to open, draws fire from critics 
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Montréal's new casino: tourist lure or gullibility tax? 



byEiisia Andrews 

AdecisionbytherityofMontréal 
to allow for a casino on lie Sainte- 
Hèlene has drawn fire from critics 
who claim that the city acted to 
quickly on a project that could have 
many negative consequences. 

With only two days’ delibera- 
tion and no preliminary investiga- 
tion, Council voted this summer to 
grant the Loto-Québec Corpora- 
tion a lease for a small, high-class 
casino. 

Since then, Loto-Quebec has 
announced that it will more than 
double the original number of slot 
machines from 1 200 to 3 000, and 
dropped its dress code. 

Sam Boskey, member of the op- 
position party Democratic Coali- 
tion in city hall, is worried that the 
casino would be more an eyesore 



than a tourist attraction, and has 
asked for the lease to be rescinded. 

Despite Loto-Quebec’s claims 
that the casino will bring in tourists 
from outside Montréal, Boskey be- 
lieves that they are counting on the 
city and surrounding region to pro- 
vide most of their business. 

He said that there are already a 
few casinos under construction in 
Ontario, and that tourists looking 
to gamble may prefer a province 
where they will have no language 
difficulties. 

Boskey is also critical of the city’s 
move to make money from a casino 
project, especially in light of the 
recent legalization of off-track bet- 
ting and video poker, which lessens 
the attractiveness of a casino. 

“Thatthegovernmentisdepend- 
ing on an increasing part of [the 
City’s) revenue to come from gam- 



bling is wrong,” said Boskey. “Lot- 
teries, horseracing, video poker and 
casinos are a tax on the gullible. 
We’re not focussing on real eco- 
nomic development, but glorified 
stealing.” 

He speculates that increasing the 
amount of slot machines (known 
to be a favourite of middle-income 
players) is a way to cater to white- 
collar workers. But industry of this 
kind ususally attracts more than 
tourists. 

Boskey said he was also con- 
cerned about City Council’s image 
by supporting such a project. 

“Casinos bring other problems 
with them - prostitution, pimping, 
loansharking,” said Boskey. “People 
worldwide [who visitcasinos)...arenot 
the right kind of people. Should we 
be encouraging this?” 

Having poured more than $10 



000 000 into the building over the 
past 25 years, the city will now gain 
an extra $3 000 000 a year in rent 
money. People are also being 
trained to work in the casino, but 
these unskilled jobs are not ones 
with any kind of opportunity for 
advancement or a life-long career. 

But John Gardiner, member of 
the city’s executive committee said 
that an attraction such as this will 
provide more options for tourists. 
The people manning the phones at 
Infotouriste have already had a 
number of calls about Casino au 
Parc des Iles. 

The Democratic Coalitions’ pro- 
posal to rescind the casinio’s lease 
was rejected September 20 in much 
the same way the lease was origi- 
nally granted - in ten minutes. 

Spokespersons for Loto-Québec 
could not be reached for comment. 



Similarly, when they do graduate, 
they have six months to find a new 
place to live. 

Another agreement at Project 
Chance is that the women contrib- 
ute 2-8 hours of volunteer work 
within the residence, either as one 
of five elected resident represent- 
itives to the Board of Project Chance 
or on fundraising, maintenance, or 
daycare committees. 

The McGill Women’s Union 
offers volunteer daycare services at 
Project Chance, four nights a week 
and Sundays. Four volunteers come 
per shift and the women sign up 
their children for specific nights. 
The volunteers involve the kids in 
specific activities, allowing the 
mothers time to study in the 
evening. 

Cross recognizes the necessity of 
maintainingthe program’s flexibil- 
ity. In the past four years, unex- 
pected situations have arisen which 
have caused some rules to be recon- 
sidered and others to be developed. 

Says Cross, “it’s a learning proc- 
ess and rules aren’t carved in stone... 
and we learn from themothers too.” 

In a recent visit to Project 
Chance, the positive ambiance be- 
came immediately evident. Of the 
22 momsand 35 kids, ages2- 1 3, the 
residence includes families from a 
mix of cultural and linguistic back- 
grounds, and the women come from 
virtually all of Montréals CEGEPs 
and universities, in programs rang- 
ing from Nursing to Law. 

“I would say half, if not more of 
them took credits to continue on 
through the summer. They’re in a 
hurry,” says Cross. 

Charon, mother of 2, has been 
with the project from the begin- 
ning, and is now in the last year of 
herNursingdegree.Sheis aware of 
a change in attitude from the Board 
towards the residents. At first, she 
says, it was like a girls’ dorm, but 
now the residents are treated as re- 
sponsible women. 

Stacey, a resident of 24, with a 4 
year old daughter, stated forwardly, 
“I’m thankful for this place because 
it has helped me.” 

Project Chance is currently on 
the waiting list for the Food Bank 
distribution service, although they 
occasionallyreceivedonationsfrom 
other sources. At Food Bank outlets 
recipients are required to show 
proof of rent and a written state- 
ment of why they weren’t able to 
budget properly. 

“They [women at Project 
Chance] wouldn’t go,” tells Cross. 
“When you’re on loans, bursaries 
and welfare, there isn’t much to 
budget.” 

Similarly they had been recieving 
loads of unwanted clothing, but “peo- 
ple were using us as a dumping ground. 
These are very, very bright and pro- 
gressive women. People don’t un- 
derstand, they don’t need junk.” 

In the past, there has always been 
a waiting list, but this year there are 
still a few openings in the residence 

. For further information on 
Project Chance contact Suan Cross, 
Wed-Fri at 934-6199. Abo call the 
Women’s Union at 398-6823 for info 
on babysitting. 





